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The present application was filed prior to June 30, 2003. A copy of each cited document 

as required by 37 C.F.R. §1.98 is enclosed, except for those items designated by an 
asterisk (*), which were previously submitted by the applicant in a parent application, 
from which benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 is claimed, with an Information Disclosure 
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- OR - 

(3) It is being filed before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, 

-- OR - 

(4) It is being filed before the mailing date of the first Office Action after the 
filing of a Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 

37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c). Although it may not qualify under subsection (b), this 

statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (c) because: 

(1) It is being filed before the mailing date of a FINAL Office Action, a 
Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
subject application, whichever occurs first. 

- AND (check at least one of the following) — 

_ (1) It is accompanied by a STATEMENT as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e). 

- OR - 

(2) It is accompanied by the $ 1 80 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). 

37 C.F.R. §1.97(d). Although it may not qualify under subsection (b) or (c), this 

statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (d) because: 
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(1) It is being filed on or before payment of the Issue Fee; 

- AND -- 

(2) It is accompanied by a STATEMENT as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e); 

-- AND -- 

(3) It is accompanied by the $ 1 80 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). 

/ Fee Authorization. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1325. A duplicate copy of this 
authorization is enclosed. 
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